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Halloween is the beginning of the holiday shopping season. That's for women. The 
beginning of the holiday shopping season for men is Christmas Eve. 


— David Letterman 


Laughter is the universal language that connects us all, and famous funny poems have long been 
the source of hearty chuckles and endless smiles. These poems, penned by celebrated poets and 
humorists, have the magical ability to tickle our funny bones while also offering profound insights 


into the quirks and idiosyncrasies of human life. 


Famous funny poems capture the essence of wit and humor, exploring everyday situations and 


characters with a nlavful and sametimes satirical tauch Thranah clever wardnlav wittv 
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life’s mundane moments, there is room for laught 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


often employ humor as a tool for social commenti 
folly, and the absurdities of existence. These vers 
comical aspects of family life to the humorous i = 
life. Famous funny poems also celebrate the power of laughter to heal, bringing lightness to our 


hearts and fostering a sense of camaraderie. 


In conclusion, if you are looking for a unique way to brighten up your or anyone’s day, check out 
our collection of famous funny poems as you immerse yourself in the playful rhythms and clever 
wordplay of these poems, you are transported to a world where laughter reigns supreme, inviting 


them to embrace the joy that humor brings. 


Jim Schaeffing (American, 20th Century), A Funny Situation 


A Da D S O ON RH... a O i Os 
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PASKA 6S PHNAG Sdutfis That Will Make Your 
| act like am happy 


time to read: 23 min < 


| laugh at people’s jokes ae neice 


| jump and run around all day About Friendship 


| do silly things 

Which makes me feels alive 

| act like | have a carefree life 

| act like everything is wonderful 
It’s quite funny actually 

But When | get back home 

it’s just turned off my mood 

Like am walking to hell 

Like and walking back to my pains 
The world suddenly seems like a lonely night of no return 
Then suddenly 

| feel alone 

| feel empty 

| feel tired 

Tears slowly rolling down my face 

My voice cut between my throat 

Words can’t exactly describe how | feel 

It seems like am living two different life’s 

A part of sad, pains and betrayal 

And a part of smiles and happiness 

One in public and one within me 

| feel like am captured 


Rolling straight to the cage of no returns 


2, My Shadow © Robert Louis Stevenson 


| have a little shadow that goes in and out with me, 


https://ozofe.com/top-poems/famous-funny-poems/ 3/36 


20:52 04/12/2023 27+ Famous Funny Poems That Will Make Your Day 


27+ Famous Funny Poems That Will Make Your 
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the h 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


And | see him jump before me, when | jump into r 


The funniest thing about him is the way he likes tiii 
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow; 
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an india-rubber ball, 


And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at all. 


He hasn't got a notion of how children ought to play, 
And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way. 
He stays so close beside me, he’s a coward you can see; 


I’d think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me! 


One morning, very early, before the sun was up, 
| rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup; 
But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-head, 


Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed. 


3, A Snow Man © Anonymous 


Oh, the beautiful snow! 

We're all in a glow— 

Nell, Dolly, and Willie, and Dan; 
For the primest of fun, 

When all’s said and done, 

Is just making a big snow man. 
Two stones for his eyes 

Look quite owlishly wise, 

A hard pinch of snow for his nose; 


Then a mouth that’s as big 
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time to read: 23 min < 
Then the snow man is done, l 


And to-morrow what fun Famous Poems 


To make piles of snow cannon all day, About Friendship 


And to pelt him with balls 
Till he totters and falls, 


And a thaw comes and melts him away. 


4, The Rose that Grew from Concrete © Tupac Shakur 


Did you hear about the rose that grew 
from a crack in the concrete? 
Proving nature’s law is wrong it 


learned to walk with out having feet. 


Funny it seems, but by keeping it’s dreams, 


it learned to breathe fresh air. 


Long live the rose that grew from concrete 


when no one else ever cared. 


5, | Cannot Go To School Today! © Shel Silverstein 
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Said little Peggy Ann McKay. 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a! al 
| have the measles and the mumps, Fan Poets 
A gash, a rash and purple bumps. About Friendship 


My mouth is wet, my throat is dry. 
I’m going blind in my right eye. 
My tonsils are as big as rocks, 


I’ve counted sixteen chicken pox. 


And there’s one more — that’s seventeen, 
And don't you think my face looks green? 
My leg is cut, my eyes are blue, 


It might be the instamatic flu. 


| cough and sneeze and gasp and choke, 
I’m sure that my left leg is broke. 
My hip hurts when | move my chin, 


My belly button’s caving in. 


My back is wrenched, my ankle’s sprained, 
My ‘pendix pains each time it rains. 
My toes are cold, my toes are numb, 


| have a sliver in my thumb. 


My neck is stiff, my voice is weak, 
| hardly whisper when | speak. 
My tongue is filling up my mouth, 


| think my hair is falling out. 


My elbow’s bent, my spine ain’t straight, 


Nas tamnaratiirn ie Ann A ninht 
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There is a hole inside my ear. 


time to read: 23 min < 


Famous Poems 


| have a hangnail, and my heart is ... About Friendship 


What? What’s that? What’s that you say? 


You Say today iS .2.cs¢scve0se Saturday? 


G’bye, lm going out to play!” 


6, Missing © Anne Scott 


I’ve hunted near, I’ve hunted far 

| even looked inside my car. 

I’ve lost my glasses, I’m in need, 

To have them now so | can read. 

| loudly swear and | curse 

Did | leave them in my purse? 

Are they behind the sofa, under the bed? 
Oh there they are—on my head! 


7, Phantasmagoria © Lewis Carroll 


“And as to being in a fright, 

Allow me to remark 

That Ghosts have just as good a right 
In every way, to fear the light, 


As Men to fear the dark.” 


“No plea,” said |, “can well excuse 
Such cowardice in you: 
For Ghosts can visit when they choose, 


Whereas we Humans ca’n’t refuse 
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‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


He said “A flutter of alarm 

Is not unnatural, is it? 

| really feared you meant some harm: 
But, now | see that you are calm, 


Let me explain my visit. 


“Houses are classed, | beg to state, 
According to the number 

Of Ghosts that they accommodate: 
(The Tenant merely counts as weight, 


With Coals and other lumber). 


8, The Three Little Pigs © Roald Dahl 


The animal | really dig, 

Above all others is the pig. 

Pigs are noble. Pigs are clever, 

Pigs are courteous. However, 

Now and then, to break this rule, 

One meets a pig who is a fool. 

What, for example, would you say, 

If strolling through the woods one day, 


Right there in front of you you saw 
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And said, ‘That pig has had his chips.’ 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


‘Little pig, little pig, let me come in!’ 


‘No, no, by the hairs on my chinny-chin-chin!’ 


‘Then I'll huff and I'll puff and I'll blow your house Ei 


The little pig began to pray, 

But Wolfie blew his house away. 

He shouted, ‘Bacon, pork and ham! 
Oh, what a lucky Wolf | am!’ 

And though he ate the pig quite fast, 
He carefully kept the tail till last. 
Wolf wandered on, a trifle bloated. 
Surprise, surprise, for soon he noted 
Another little house for pigs, 


And this one had been built of TWIGS! 


‘Little pig, little pig, let me come in!’ 
‘No, no, by the hairs on my chinny-chin-chin!’ 


‘Then I'll huff and lIl puff and FII blow your house in!’ 


The Wolf said, ‘Okay, here we go!’ 

He then began to blow and blow. 

The little pig began to squeal. 

He cried, ‘Oh Wolf, you’ve had one meal! 
Why can’t we talk and make a deal? 

The Wolf replied, ‘Not on your nelly!’ 


And soon the pig was in his belly. 
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Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


‘Two juicy little pigs!’ Wolf cried, 

‘But still I’m not quite satisfied! 

| know how full my tummy’s bulging, 
But oh, how | adore indulging.’ 

So creeping quietly as a mouse, 

The Wolf approached another house, 
A house which also had inside 

A little piggy trying to hide. 

‘You'll not get me!’ the Piggy cried. 

‘ll blow you down!’ the Wolf replied. 
‘You'll need,’ Pig said, ‘a lot of puff, 
And | don't think you've got enough.’ 
Wolf huffed and puffed and blew and blew. 
The house stayed up as good as new. 
‘If | can’t blow it down,’ Wolf said, 

l'Il have to blow it up instead. 

I'll come back in the dead of night 
And blow it up with dynamite!’ 

Pig cried, ‘You brute! | might have known!’ 
Then, picking up the telephone, 

He dialed as quickly as he could 


The number of red Riding Hood. 
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Oh, hello, Piggy, how d’you do?’ 


time to read: 23 min < 


Pig cried, ‘| need your help, Miss Hood! Famous Paene 


Oh help me, please! D’you think you could?’ About Friendship 


‘TIl try of course,’ Miss Hood replied. 
‘What’s on your mind...?’ ‘A Wolf!’ Pig cried. 
‘I know you've dealt with wolves before, 


And now I’ve got one at my door!’ 


‘My darling Pig,’ she said, ‘my sweet, 
That’s something really up my street. 
I’ve just begun to wash my hair. 


But when it’s dry, I'll be right there.’ 


A short while later, through the wood, 
Came striding brave Miss Riding Hood. 
The Wolf stood there, his eyes ablaze, 
And yellowish, like mayonnaise. 

His teeth were sharp, his gums were raw, 
And spit was dripping from his jaw. 

Once more the maiden’s eyelid flickers. 
She draws the pistol from her knickers. 
Once more she hits the vital spot, 

And kills him with a single shot. 

Pig, peeping through the window, stood 
And yelled, ‘Well done, Miss Riding Hood!’ 


Ah, Piglet, you must never trust 
Young ladies from the upper crust. 
For now, Miss Riding Hood, one notes, 


Not only has two wolfskin coats, 
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She has a PIGSKIN TRAVELING CASE. 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


9, The Elephant © Anonymc 


An elephant slept in his bunk, 

And in slumber his chest rose and sunk. 
But he snored—how he snored! 

All the other beasts roared, 


So his wife tied a knot in his trunk. 


10, | Bring My Lunch To School © Bruce Lansky 


Mine eyes have seen the kitchen, 

which is why | bring my lunch. 

| have smelled the things they’re cooking, 
and they’re toxic, I’ve a hunch. 

And the salads are so soggy that 

you'll never hear a crunch. 


| bring my lunch to school! 


| can’t stand the food they serve me! 
| can’t stand the food they serve me! 
| can’t stand the food they serve me! 


| bring my lunch to school! 


They torture nose and taste buds 
with both hamburger and spuds. 
There are meatballs in a gravy that’s 
like iridescent mud. 


Mashed potatoes hit both tray and stomach 
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| bring my lunch to school! 


time to read: 23 min < 


Famous Poems 


It’s amazin’ when a raisin About Friendship 


starts to crawl across your cake; 
that was when | first decided 

the dessert was a mistake. 

And | wouldn't like to guess what’s 
floating in that chocolate shake. 


| bring my lunch to school! 


11, Monosyllabics © Laura E. Richards 


The black cat sat 

In the fat man’s hat; 

“Oh, dear!” the fat man said. 
“May the great gray bat 
Catch the bad black cat 
Who has left me no hat 


For my head!” 


A large red cow 

Tried to make a bow, 
But did not know how, 
They say. 

For her legs got mixed, 
And her horns got fixed, 
And her tail would get 


In her way. 
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‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


Asad, thin ape 


Bought some wide white tape 


To trim a new cape 

For his niece; 

But a bold buff calf, 
With a loud, rude laugh, 
Bit off one whole half 


For his geese. 


12, Where the Sidewalk Ends © Shel Silverstein 


There is a place where the sidewalk ends 
And before the street begins, 

And there the grass grows soft and white, 
And there the sun burns crimson bright, 
And there the moon-bird rests from his flight 


To cool in the peppermint wind. 


Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black 


And the dark street winds and bends. 


Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow 
We shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 
And watch where the chalk-white arrows go 


To the place where the sidewalk ends. 


Yes we'll walk with a walk that is measured and slow, 
And we'll go where the chalk-white arrows go, 


For the children, they mark, and the children, they know 


= 
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t3;hindareraO RoakdDah 


time to read: 23 min < 


| guess you think you know this story. - 
Famous Poems 


You don’t. The real one’s much more gory. About Friendship 


The phoney one, the one you know, 
Was cooked up years and years ago, 
And made to sound all soft and sappy 
just to keep the children happy. 

Mind you, they got the first bit right, 
The bit where, in the dead of night, 
The Ugly Sisters, jewels and all, 
Departed for the Palace Ball, 

While darling little Cinderella 

Was locked up in a slimy cellar, 
Where rats who wanted things to eat, 


Began to nibble at her feet. 


She bellowed ‘Help!’ and ‘Let me out! 
The Magic Fairy heard her shout. 
Appearing in a blaze of light, 

She said: ‘My dear, are you all right?’ 
‘All right?’ cried Cindy .’Can’t you see 
‘| feel as rotten as can be!’ 

She beat her fist against the wall, 
And shouted, ‘Get me to the Ball! 
‘There is a Disco at the Palace! 

‘The rest have gone and | am jealous! 
‘I want a dress! | want a coach! 

‘And earrings and a diamond brooch! 
‘And silver slippers, two of those! 


‘And lovely nylon panty hose! 
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The Fairy said, ‘Hang on a tick.’ 


time to read: 23 min < 


She gave her wand a mighty flick Famous Paene 


And quickly, in no time at all, About Friendship 


Cindy was at the Palace Ball! 


It made the Ugly Sisters wince 

To see her dancing with the Prince. 
She held him very tight and pressed 
herself against his manly chest. 

The Prince himself was turned to pulp, 
All he could do was gasp and gulp. 
Then midnight struck. She shouted, ‘Heck! 
I’ve got to run to save my neck!’ 

The Prince cried, ‘No! Alas! Alack!’ 

He grabbed her dress to hold her back. 
As Cindy shouted, ‘Let me go!’ 


The dress was ripped from head to toe. 


She ran out in her underwear, 

And lost one slipper on the stair. 
The Prince was on it like a dart, 

He pressed it to his pounding heart, 
‘The girl this slipper fits,’ he cried, 
‘Tomorrow morn shall be my bride! 
I'll visit every house in town 

‘Until I’ve tracked the maiden down!’ 
Then rather carelessly, | fear, 


He placed it on a crate of beer. 


At once, one of the Ugly Sisters, 
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And quickly flushed it down the loo. 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


Then in its place she calmly put 


The slipper from her own left foot. 


Ah ha, you see, the plot grows thicker, 


And Cindy’s luck starts looking sicker. 


Next day, the Prince went charging down 
To knock on all the doors in town. 

In every house, the tension grew. 

Who was the owner of the shoe? 

The shoe was long and very wide. 

(A normal foot got lost inside.) 

Also it smelled a wee bit icky. 

(The owner’s feet were hot and sticky.) 
Thousands of eager people came 

To try it on, but all in vain. 

Now came the Ugly Sisters’ go. 

One tried it on. The Prince screamed, ‘No!’ 
But she screamed, ‘Yes! It fits! Whoopee! 
‘So now you’ve got to marry me!’ 


The Prince went white from ear to ear. 


ea 


https://ozofe.com/top-poems/famous-funny-poems/ 17/36 


20:52 04/12/2023 


‘There’s no way you can back out now!’ 

‘Off with her head!’ The Prince roared back. 
They chopped it off with one big whack. 
This pleased the Prince. He smiled and said, 
‘She’s prettier without her head.’ 

Then up came Sister Number Two, 

Who yelled, ‘Now I will try the shoe!’ 

‘Try this instead!’ the Prince yelled back. 

He swung his trusty sword and smack 

Her head went crashing to the ground. 

It bounced a bit and rolled around. 

In the kitchen, peeling spuds, 

Cinderella heard the thuds 

Of bouncing heads upon the floor, 

And poked her own head round the door. 
‘What’s all the racket? ‘Cindy cried. 

‘Mind your own bizz,’ the Prince replied. 
Poor Cindy’s heart was torn to shreds. 

My Prince! she thought. He chops off heads! 
How could | marry anyone 


Who does that sort of thing for fun? 


The Prince cried, ‘Who’s this dirty slut? 
‘Off with her nut! Off with her nut!’ 

Just then, all in a blaze of light, 

The Magic Fairy hove in sight, 

Her Magic Wand went swoosh and swish! 
‘Cindy! ‘she cried, ‘come make a wish! 
‘Wish anything and have no doubt 


‘That | will make it come about!’ 
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time to read: 23 min 


Famous Poems 
About Friendship 
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‘No more Princes, no more money. 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


‘I have had my taste of honey. 


I’m wishing for a decent man. 


‘They’re hard to find. D’you think you can?’ 
Within a minute, Cinderella 

Was married to a lovely feller, 

A simple jam maker by trade, 

Who sold good home-made marmalade. 

Their house was filled with smiles and laughter 


And they were happy ever after. 


14, The Bashful Earthquake © Oliver Herford 


The Earthquake rumbled 
And mumbled 

And grumbled; 

And then he bumped, 
And everything tumbled— 
Bumpyty-thump! 
Thumpyty-bump!— 


Houses and palaces all in a lump! 


“Oh, what a crash! 

Oh, what a smash! 

How could | ever be so rash?” 
The Earthquake cried. 

“What under the sun 

Have | gone and done? 

| never before was so mortified!” 


Then away he fled, 
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“This comes of not looking before | tread.” 


time to read: 23 min < 


Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


15, The Purple Cow © Gelet 
| never saw a Purple Cow, 

| never hope to see one; 

But | can tell you, anyhow, 


I’d rather see than be one. 


16, Strong Beer © Robert Graves 


“What do you think 
The bravest drink 
Under the sky?” 


“Strong beer,” said |. 


“There’s a place for everything, 
Everything, anything, 

There’s a place for everything 
Where it ought to be: 

For a chicken, the hen’s wing; 
For poison, the bee’s sting; 
For almond-blossom, Spring; 


A beerhouse for me.” 


“There’s a prize for everyone, 
Everyone, anyone, 

There’s a prize for everyone, 
Whoever he may be: 


Crags for the mountaineer, 
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Strong beer for me!” 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


17, My One-Eyed Love © An 


I’ve fallen in love—I don’t know why 


I’ve fallen in love with a girl with one eye. 


| knew from the start. It was plain to see 


That this wonderful girl had an eye out for me 


She’s charming and witty and jolly and jocular 


Not what you’d expect from a girl who’s monocular. 


Of eyes—at the moment—she hasn't full quota 


But that doesn’t change things for me one iota. 


It must be quite difficult if you're bereft. 


If your left eye is gone and your right eye is left. 


But she’s made up her mind. She’s made her decision. 


She can see it quite clearly in 10/20 vision. 


She'll not leave me waiting, not left in the lurch 


If she looks slightly sideways she'll see me in church. 


l'Il marry my true love who’s gentle and kind. 


And thus prove to everyone that loves not quite blind. 


18, Doggy Heaven © Larry Huggins 


All doggies go to heaven (or so I’ve been told). 
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Why, because there’s not a single cat in sight! 


19, If | Were King © A.A. Mil 


| often wish | were a King, 


And then | could do anything. 


If only | were King of Spain, 


I'd take my hat off in the rain. 


If only | were King of France, 


| wouldn’t brush my hair for aunts. 


| think, if | were King of Greece, 


I'd push things off the mantelpiece. 


If | were King of Norroway, 


I'd ask an elephant to stay. 


If | were King of Babylon, 


I'd leave my button gloves undone. 


If | were King of Timbuctoo, 


ld think of lovely things to do. 


If | were King of anything, 
ld tell the soldiers, “I’m the King!” 


27+ Famous Funny Poems That Will Make Your Day 


20, Messy Room © Shel Silverstein 


Whosever room this is should be ashamed! 
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time to read: 23 min 


Famous Poems 
About Friendship 
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And the chair is becoming quite mucky and damp 


time to read: 23 min < 


‘6 a: al 
Famous Poems 
About Friendship 


His workbook is wedged in the window, 
His sweater’s been thrown on the floor. 
His scarf and one ski are beneath the TV, 
And his pants have been carelessly hung on the door. 
His books are all jammed in the closet, 

His vest has been left in the hall. 

A lizard named Ed is asleep in his bed, 

And his smelly old sock has been stuck to the wall. 
Whosever room this is should be ashamed! 

Donald or Robert or Willie or— 

Huh? You say it’s mine? Oh, dear, 


| knew it looked familiar! 


21, The Pig © Roald Dahl 


In England once there lived a big 

And wonderfully clever pig. 

To everybody it was plain 

That Piggy had a massive brain. 

He worked out sums inside his head, 
There was no book he hadn't read. 

He knew what made an airplane fly, 

He knew how engines worked and why. 
He knew all this, but in the end 

One question drove him round the bend: 
He simply couldn’t puzzle out 

What LIFE was really all about. 

What was the reason for his birth? 


Why was he placed upon this earth? 
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All in a flash he saw the light. Famous Poems 


He jumped up like a ballet dancer About Friendship 


And yelled, ‘By gum, I’ve got the answer! ‘ 
‘They want my bacon slice by slice 

‘To sell at a tremendous price! 

‘They want my tender juicy chops 

‘To put in all the butcher’s shops! 
‘They want my pork to make a roast 
‘And that’s the part’ll cost the most! 
‘They want my sausages in strings! 
‘They even want my chitterlings! 

‘The butcher’s shop! The carving knife! 
‘That is the reason for my life! ‘ 

Such thoughts as these are not designed 
To give a pig great peace of mind. 
Next morning, in comes Farmer Bland, 
A pail of pigswill in his hand, 

And piggy with a mighty roar, 

Bashes the farmer to the floor... 

Now comes the rather grisly bit 

So let’s not make too much of it, 
Except that you must understand 

That Piggy did eat Farmer Bland, 

He ate him up from head to toe, 
Chewing the pieces nice and slow. 

It took an hour to reach the feet, 
Because there was so much to eat, 
And when he finished, Pig, of course, 


Felt absolutely no remorse. 
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‘That he might have me for his lunch. Famous Poems 


‘And so, because | feared the worst, About Friendship 


‘| thought I’d better eat him first.’ 


22, The Attraction of Levitation © H.G. Paine 


“Oh, dear!” said little Johnny Frost, 
“Sleds are such different things! 
When down the hill you swiftly coast 
You'd think that they had wings; 


“But when uphill you slowly climb, 
And have to drag your sled, 
It feels so heavy that you’d think 


‘Twas really made of lead. 


“And all because an Englishman, 
Sir Isaac Newton named, 
Invented gravitation, and 


Became unduly famed; 


“While if he had reversed his law, 
So folks uphill could coast, 
It seems to me he would have had 


A better claim to boast. 


“Then coasting would all pleasure be; 
To slide up would be slick! 


And dragging sleds downhill would be 


A e 
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My turn signal wasn’t working, 
So | asked for help from a friend. 


“Stand behind the car,” | said. 


“Let’s get this problem to end.” 


“When | turn the signal on, 
If it’s working, let me know.” 
| hit the blinker and then | heard: 


“Yes! No! Yes! No! Yes! No!” 


24, My Shadow © Robert Lewis Stevenson 


| have a little shadow that goes in and out with me, 
And what can be the use of him is more than | can see. 
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head; 


And | see him jump before me when | jump into my bed. 


The funniest things about him is the way he likes to grow— 
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow; 
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an India rubber ball, 


And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at all. 


He hasn't got a notion of how children ought to play, 
And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way. 
He stays so close beside me, he’s a coward you can see; 


I’d think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me! 


One morning, very early, before the sun was up, 
| rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup; 


But mv lazyv little shadow. like an arrant sleepv-head. 
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| ate a chili pepper i 
Famous Poems 


One a lunch-time dare; About Friendship 


Sandy said l’d burn my mouth, 
But | didn’t care. 


| ate that chili pepper— 
Left not a seed to waste— 
And won that truly silly bet, 


But lost my sense of taste. 


26, AWord To Husbands © Ogden Nash 


To keep your marriage brimming 
With love in the loving cup, 
Whenever you’re wrong, admit it; 


Whenever you're right, shut up. 


27, The People Upstairs © Ogden Nash 


The people upstairs all practise ballet 

Their living room is a bowling alley 

Their bedroom is full of conducted tours. 
Their radio is louder than yours, 

They celebrate week-ends all the week. 
When they take a shower, your ceilings leak. 
They try to get their parties to mix 

By supplying their guests with Pogo sticks, 
And when their fun at last abates, 


They go to the bathroom on roller skates. 
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28, A Naughty Little Comet í 


There was a little comet who lived near the Milky Way! 


She loved to wander out at night and jump about and play. 


The mother of the comet was a very good old star; 


She used to scold her reckless child for venturing out too far. 


She told her of the ogre, Sun, who loved on stars to sup, 


And who asked no better pastime than in gobbling comets up. 


But instead of growing cautious and of showing proper fear, 


The foolish little comet edged up nearer, and more near. 


She switched her saucy tail along right where the Sun could see, 


And flirted with old Mars, and was as bold as bold could be. 


She laughed to scorn the quiet stars who never frisked about; 


She said there was no fun in life unless you ventured out. 


She liked to make the planets stare, and wished no better mirth 


Than just to see the telescopes aimed at her from the Earth. 


She wondered how so many stars could mope through nights and days, 


And let the sickly faced old Moon get all the love and praise. 


And as she talked and tossed her head and switched her shining trail 


The staid old mother star grew sad, her cheek grew wan and pale. 
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And by and by there came an end to this gay con About Friendship 


She went a tiny bit too far-and vanished in the Su 


No more she swings her shining trail before the whole world’s sight, 


But quiet stars she laughed to scorn are twinkling every night. 


29, Eletelephony © Laura E. Richards 


Once there was an elephant, 
Who tried to use the telephant— 
No! No! | mean an elephone 
Who tried to use the telephone— 
(Dear me! | am not certain quite 
That even now I’ve got it right.) 
Howe'’er it was, he got his trunk 
Entangled in the telephunk; 

The more he tried to get it free, 
The louder buzzed the telephee— 
(I fear I’d better drop the song 

Of elephop and telephong!) 


30, A Boy Named Sue © Shel Silverstein 


Well, my daddy left home when | was three, 
and he didn’t leave much to Ma and me, 

just this old guitar and a bottle of booze. 

Now | don’t blame him because he run and hid, 


but the meanest thing that he ever did was 
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it seems | had to fight my whole life through. 
Some gal would giggle and I’d get red 


and some guy would laugh and I'd bust his head, 


| tell you, life ain’t easy for a boy named Sue. 


Well, | grew up quick and | grew up mean. 

My fist got hard and my wits got keen. 

Roamed from town to town to hide my shame, 
but | made me a vow to the moon and the stars, 
I’d search the honky tonks and bars and kill 


that man that gave me that awful name. 


But it was Gatlinburg in mid July and | had 
just hit town and my throat was dry. 

I’d thought i'd stop and have myself a brew. 
At an old saloon in a street of mud 

and at a table dealing stud sat the dirty, 


mangy dog that named me Sue. 


Well, | knew that snake was my own sweet dad 
from a worn-out picture that my mother had 

and | knew the scar on his cheek and his evil eye. 
He was big and bent and gray and old 

and | looked at him and my blood ran cold, 

and | said, “My name is Sue. How do you do? 


Now you’re gonna die.” Yeah, that’s what | told him. 


Well, | hit him right between the eyes and he went down 


but to my surprise he came up with a knife 
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in the mud and the blood and the beer. 


| tell you I’ve fought tougher men but | really can’t 
He kicked like a mule and bit like a crocodile. 

| heard him laughin’ and then | heard him cussin’, 
he went for his gun and | pulled mine first. 


He stood there looking at me and | saw him smile. 


And he said, “Son, this world is rough and if 

a man’s gonna make it, he’s gotta be tough 

and | knew | wouldn't be there to help you along. 
So | gave you that name and | said ‘Goodbye’. 

| knew you’d have to get tough or die. And it’s 


that name that helped to make you strong.” 


Yeah, he said, “Now you have just fought one 

helluva fight, and | know you hate me and you’ve 

got the right to kill me now and | wouldn’t blame you 

if you do. But you ought to thank me 

before | die for the gravel in your guts and the spit 

in your eye because I’m the guy that named you Sue.” 


Yeah, what could | do? What could | do? 


| got all choked up and | threw down my gun, 
called him pa and he called me a son, 

and | came away with a different point of view 
and | think about him now and then. 

Every time | tried, every time | win and if | 


ever have a son | think | am gonna name him 
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Question And Answer About Friendship 


In Memory Of Eva Gore-Booth And Con Markiewicz 
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